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News from the Midwest—Audrey McKanna Coleman, University of Kansas, 
and Troy Eller, Wayne State, Assistant Editors
ILLINOIS
Chicago History Museum (CHM)
In	 summer	 2009,	CHM	 received	 a	
$138,175	Basic	 Projects	 grant	 from	
the	National	Historical	Publications	
and	Records	Commission	to	 survey	
the	 museum’s	 manuscripts	 hold-
ings	 and	 begin	 processing	 priority	
collections	 to	 the	 series	 level.	 The	
project	team	began	their	survey	of	the	
museum’s	holdings	in	October	2009	
and	 recently	 completed	 the	 assess-
ment	 and	 preliminary	 recataloging	
of	 1,112	 collections	 totaling	 17,909	
linear	 feet.	The	 assessment	 portion	
of	 the	 survey	 involved	 evaluating	











0.5	 linear	 feet	will	 be	finalized	 and	
uploaded	to	WorldCat.	This	project	
is	 a	 critical	 step	 in	 the	museum’s	
plan	 to	 gain	 physical,	 intellectual,	





Indiana Historical Society (IHS)
On	March	 20,	 IHS	 successfully	
opened	 the	 Indiana	 Experience	
featuring	unique	“time	travel”	exhibi-
tion	programs	 such	 as	 “Destination	
Indiana,”	which	 uses	 touch	 screen	
technology	 to	 explore	 hundreds	
of	 collections’	 items	 arranged	 in	
geographic	 and	 topical	 journeys,	
and	 “You	 Are	 There,”	 which	 re-
creates	 the	 content	of	 a	photograph	




Iowa State University (ISU)
For	several	years	the	ISU	Archives	has	
subscribed	 to	 the	 Internet	Archive’s	
Archive-It	Web	 site	 preservation	
service.	In	2008,	Archive-It	partnered	
with	 the	 Library	 of	 Congress	 to	
launch	 a	 special	 program	designed	
for	K–12	 students,	which	has	 them	
choose	what	 kinds	 of	Web	 sites	 to	
save	 for	 future	 generations.	 Special	
Collections	Head	 Tanya	 Zanish-
Belcher	 sent	 a	 recommendation	 to	
Sarah	 Passonneau,	 assistant	 to	 the	
ISU	Library	 dean,	 suggesting	 that	
students	from	the	Ames,	Iowa,	middle	








process,	 and	 the	 importance	of	pri-
mary	resources	and	their	preservation.	
Before	 the	 end	 of	 the	 2009–2010	
school	year,	the	Ames	students	work-
ing	 on	 the	 project	 visited	 the	 ISU	
Special	Collections	Department	 to	
learn	about	the	archives	and	its	books	
and	 collections.	Visit	 the	Web	 sites	
of	 the	Ames	 students	 and	 the	 ISU	
Archives	to	see	what	on-line	content	









University of Iowa (UI)
The	UI	Archives,	with	 the	 help	 of	
a	 gift	 from	Hal	 and	Avril	Chase	of	
Des	Moines,	Iowa,	recently	acquired	
an	 album	 of	 120	 photographs	 as-




in	 chemistry.	 The	 album	 includes	
several	 pages	 of	 inscriptions	 from	
friends,	many	of	whom	were,	like	Mr.	
Robinson,	members	of	the	UI	chapter	
of	 Alpha	 Phi	 Alpha,	 a	 historically	
black	fraternity.	The	album	provides	
Tanya Zanish-Belcher shows artists’ books 
to middle and high school students in the 
ISU Archives.
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a	rare	glimpse	into	African	American	
student	life	on	the	UI	campus	during	
the	 1920s.	 Plans	 are	 under	way	 to	
digitize	the	material.
A	 new	 on-line	 exhibit,	 “LGBTQ	
Life	in	Iowa	City,	Iowa:	1967–2010,”	











material	 to	 the	project	 and	provided	






Kentucky Department of 
Libraries & Archives (KDLA)
“Reflections	of	the	Past”	is	the	theme	
of	the	26th	annual	Kentucky	Archives	
Institute,	 scheduled	 for	 July	 9	 at	
KDLA	 in	Frankfort.	The	 institute,	





















use	 the	 research	 findings	 in	 their	
interpretation	of	Cranbrook	House.	
Additionally,	 research	 on	 a	window	
made	 by	German	 artist	Wilhelm	







is	 comprised	 of	 institution	 founder	
George	 Booth’s	 purchases	 for	 a	
natural	science	museum,	art	museum,	
and	 art	 library,	 and	 represents	 his	
vision	 of	 learning	 through	 viewing	
art	 objects.	Cranbrook	 has	 opened	
two	new	collections:	The	Cranbrook	
Writers’	Guild	and	Capital	Projects:	
Kingswood	 Roof	 Replacement.	 A	
subject	 guide	 for	 automobiles	 has	
been	 added	 to	 the	Web	 site.	 The	
guide	 details	 the	 impact	 of	Cran-













and	 a	 gallery	 of	 photographs	 and	
declassif ied	 documents	 from	 the	
1974	Vladivostok	Summit	on	Soviet-
U.S.	arms	control.	Recently	opened	
collections	 include	 two	 blandly	
titled	but	highly	substantive	national	
security	 collections:	 the	Presidential	
Subject	 Files	 and	 the	 Presidential	
Agency	Files.	During	the	2009–2010	








on-line	 gallery	 of	 images	 from	 the	
Tony	 Spina	Collection.	 Spina	was	
the	chief	photographer	for	the	Detroit 
Free Press	 and	 received	more	 than	
450	 awards	 for	 his	 local,	 national,	








the	 75th	 anniversary	 of	 the	United	
Automobile	Workers	 (UAW).	 A	
traveling	 exhibit	 was	 also	 sent	 to	
the	UAW	convention,	during	which	
Director	Mike	 Smith	 spoke	 about	
the	history	of	the	union.	Collection	
archivists	and	the	exhibit	designer	also	




and	American	 Federation	 of	 State,	
County,	and	Municipal	Employees.	
The	 Reuther	 has	 recently	 opened	
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man’s	 involvement	 in	 controversial	








1967–2005,	 document	 the	 history	
of	 the	 Toledo-based	 organization,	
which	 has	 strived	 to	 improve	 the	
working	 conditions	 of	 agricultural	
migrant	workers.	The	collection	covers	
FLOC’s	day-to-day	operations,	special	
projects	 and	 research,	 and	 success-
ful	 boycotts	 of	 the	Campbell	 Soup	




Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
(MIA)
The	MIA	Library	and	Archives	has	
been	 awarded	 a	 “We	 the	 People”	
grant	from	the	National	Endowment	
for	 the	Humanities.	 The	 funding	
supports	 the	 purchase	 of	 archival	
storage	 supplies	 to	 preserve	 the	 so-
ciety’s	 administrative	 records	 and	
manuscript	 collections,	dating	 from	
1883.	The	records	related	to	its	history	
and	 scholarships	 tell	 a	 unique	 and	
important	 story	 about	 the	 develop-
ment	 of	 American	 art	 museums	
during	the	late	nineteenth,	twentieth,	
and	twenty-first	centuries.	They	also	
document	 the	 institute’s	 role	as	one	
of	the	Twin	Cities’	“founding	father	




University of Missouri–Kansas 
City (UMKC)
The	Kenneth	J.	LaBudde	Department	
of	 Special	Collections	 at	 the	Miller	
Nichols	Library	has	joined	a	collect-
ing	partnership	with	the	Kansas	City	
Museum	 and	 the	 Jackson	County	
Historical	Society	to	collect	materials	
from	 the	 lesbian,	 gay,	 bisexual,	 and	
transgendered	 communities	 of	 the	
Kansas	City	region.	Dubbed	the	Gay	
and	Lesbian	Archive	of	Mid-America	
(GLAMA),	 the	 partnership	 has	 al-
ready	received	collections	from	several	










Western Historical Manuscript 
Collection–Columbia (WHMCC)
The	Phil	and	Vivian	Williams	Col-





to	 provide	 recordings,	 instructional	
materials,	 and	 books	 of	 authentic	
old-time	fiddle	and	string	band	music	
and	to	promote	traditional	music	of	
the	West	 from	pioneer	 times	 to	 the	
present.	Most	of	the	originals	are	on	
reel-to-reel	or	cassette	tape,	with	the	
others	 recorded	 digitally.	Not	 only	
did	WHMCC	receive	the	originals,	
but	 the	Williamses	 also	 generously	
provided	 a	 computer	 hard	 drive	
with	 digital	 duplicates	 of	 all	 of	 the	
recordings	 and	 detailed	 cataloging	
information	 about	 each	 recording.	
The	 duplicates	 allow	 researchers	 to	
listen	 to	 any	 recording	 in	 the	 col-
lection	without	 having	 to	 use	 the	
original	 tapes.	Also	 included	are	50	
commercially	 produced	CDs	 issued	











including	 the	NDSU	 Institute	 for	





Institute	 for	 Regional	 Studies	 and	
University	Archives	 has	mounted	 a	
number	 of	 collections	 including	 its	
Photo	Gallery,	 cartoons	 from	 the	
1910s	 published	 in	 the	Nonpartisan 
Leader,	and	lithographs	and	engrav-
ings	 primarily	 from	 the	 Dakota	
Territory	era.	Its	most	recent	ongoing	
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Germany,	and	Russia.	It	also	includes	





Oberlin	 emeritus	 archivist	 Roland	
Baumann	has	published	Constructing 
Black Education at Oberlin College: A 
Documentary History.	The	text	includes	
30	documents	from	the	Oberlin	Col-
lege	Archives	 and	 traces	 the	uneven	
history	 of	 Oberlin’s	 education	 of	
African	American	students,	175	years	
after	 its	 decision	 to	 admit	 students	
“irrespective	 of	 color.”	The	 book	 is	
available	from	Ohio	Swallow	Press.
Ohio Connecting to 
Collections Summit
The	Ohio	 Connecting	 to	 Collec-
tions	Summit	 took	place	on	May	7.	
Key	 decision	makers	 from	Ohio’s	
cultural	 heritage	 institutions	 were	
invited	 to	 discuss	 the	 findings	 of	 a	
needs	 assessment	 survey	 conducted	
earlier	 in	 the	 year.	 Attendees	were	
asked	to	help	set	the	future	direction	
for	 preservation	 and	 conservation	
activities	 in	 the	 state.	Lively	discus-












Grant	 and	 is	 a	 collaborative	 project	







Ohio Electronic Records 
Committee (OhioERC)
The 	 Oh i oERC , 	 h t t p : //w w w	
.ohiohistory.org/ohiojunction/erc/,	 is	
an	 interdisciplinary	 group	 of	 repre-
sentatives	from	state	and	local	govern-
ments,	as	well	as	academia	and	college	





records	 created	 by	Ohio’s	 state	 and	
local	governments.	One	of	the	primary	
concerns	of	the	OhioERC	is	to	ensure	
that	 its	 work	 results	 in	 a	 practical	



















The Ohio State University (OSU)
The	University	 Archives	 has	 com-
pleted	 a	major	 update	 and	 revision	
to	OSU’s	General Records Retention 
Schedule.	The	schedule,	 required	by	
university	policy,	is	a	comprehensive	
list	 of	 records,	 common	 to	most	
units	 on	 campus,	 which	 indicates	
time	frames	for	records	maintenance	
and	 disposition.	 This	 project	 has	
been	completed	in	conjunction	with	
two	additional	efforts:	the	updating	
and	 rearticulation	 of	OSU’s	 uni-
versity	 policy	 for	 records	manage-
ment,	 and	 the	 modernization	 of	
the	 Inter-University	Council	 (IUC)	










University of Akron (UA)
The	UA’s	Archival	 Services	 has	 re-
ceived	 a	 two-year	 $303,000	 grant	
from	 the	National	 Endowment	 for	
the	Humanities	 (NEH)	 to	 digitize	
a	 portion	 of	 Goodyear	 Tire	 and	
Rubber	Company’s	 approximately	
250,000-item	photograph	collection.	
The	 grant	 funds	 the	 scanning	 and	





complete	 an	 inventory	 and	organize	
the	 entire	 collection	 (1912–1984)	












social,	 and	 industrial	 documenta-
tion,	 featuring	 images	 of	 products,	
(Continued on page  28)
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workshop	and	factory	scenes,	facilities,	
company	events,	company-sponsored	
celebrities,	 and	 the	 development	 of	
the	Goodyear	Blimp.	This	project	has	
been	 designated	 a	 “We	 the	People”	
project,	which	 is	 an	NEH	program	








hosted	 the	 third	 annual	Wisconsin	
Oral	History	Day.	Speakers	and	pan-
elists	from	across	the	state	discussed	
their	 experiences	with	 various	 oral	








Services	 unit.	The	 collection	 com-
prises	more	 than	100,000	negatives,	
proofs,	and	prints	of	UWM	people,	




Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
(WVM)
Joining	in	a	statewide	effort	to	provide	
a	 long	 overdue	 “welcome	home”	 to	
veterans	of	the	Vietnam	War,	WVM	
participated	 in	 LZ	Lambeau,	May	




and	 feelings	 about	 their	 service	 on	
paper,	computers,	and	audio	record-
ers.	These	memories	will	be	preserved	
and	made	 available	 in	 the	 research	
center.	 A	mobile	 reference	 station	
aided	veterans	 and	 their	 families	 in	
remembering	or	learning	more	about	
people,	places,	units,	and	other	details	
of	 their	 experience.	 Veterans	were	
encouraged	to	preserve	their	service-
related	materials	 at	WVM,	 as	well	
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